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 Moderator’s Moments 

We are on an exciting journey here at WHCC.  

It is a fact of life that on our journey, we will 

come to a bump in the road. This bump in our 

road came last week when we were informed 

that the program that was offered to WHCC to 

install solar energy panels is no longer offered. 

While it is disappointing, it can open new    

possibilities to look into. I have already had a   

couple of people offer references of solar  

companies to begin on a new road.     

  Speaking of new roads, a couple of months 

ago, I was excited to hear that someone was 

interested in starting a church newsletter 

again. Maybe I felt excitement because I really 

enjoyed working on the newsletter as editor 

for a few years. The bump in the road was the 

fact that some of you really missed receiving 

the Focus. Thank you, Nita Standke and Laurie  

    Vol. 1, Issue  1 

Gysin for your time and talents in    

producing “The Connection” as the 

new newsletter for WHCC.   

I thank God every day for this      
congregation because when we are 
met with a bump in the road, we come 
and work together and in the end, we 
are a stronger, more vibrant and a 
more loving church. 

Blessings, 

Lyn Owen 
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Youth Ministries 

April will be full of fun for the kids!  On 

Easter Sunday the Sunday School will be 

celebrating this special day with their    

annual Easter Egg Hunt. So hop along and 

join in the fun! No need to bring your own 

basket.  Easter bags will be provided.     

Later in the month on April 23rd, in honor 

of Earth Day, the Sunday School will be 

working on some special projects.  More 

information will be available later in the 

month.   

Middle School Group- The Middle 

School parents had their first meeting last 

month to discuss how to develop the 

group. It was a productive initial meeting 

with ideas on how to move forward      

spiritually and socially. Any families with 

children of  middle school age, who might 

also be interested, please contact the  

CYM Director Emma Wilkins at      

whccministryassistant@gmail.com.  

Pastor’s Message 

It seems appropriate that the first edition 

of Woodland Hills Community Church’s 

newsletter is released during the month in 

which Easter occurs – since the resurrect-

ed newsletter represents an important  

expression of new life in our community. 

How so? 

As many of you know, WHCC embarked 

upon a new way of being church when it 

adopted the covenant model of member-

ship in 2012. The model asks those who 

arrived in our church after 2012 to fill out 

a two part covenant each year: the first 

part spells out their spiritual needs, while 

the second part spells out what the      

individual feels called to contribute to the 

life of the church.  

 The annual covenants last from one 

Easter to the next. 
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        Coming Next Month 

       May 1 — Sing-A-Long 

     May 14 — Mother’s Day 

     & Family Sunday  
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 There were two reasons we adopted this 

new approach. First, the covenant       

beautifully reinforces the importance of 

discipleship. Discipleship means that our 

faith is not a passive experience: one in 

which we simply watch others serve.     

Discipleship is an active experience that 

calls every individual to serve! 

I have noticed an incredible difference in 

the way we are community over the past 

five years. Individuals have responded to 

the call to serve and are bringing expres-

sions of new life in so many ways. Nita 

Standke and Laurie Gysin stepped           

forward and re-instated a church news-

letter. Larry Moad stepped forward to    

become a weekly musical contributor to 

the Sunday morning service. Pat Langlois 

stepped forward and created the Justice 

and Peace Network at the church. Lila   

Aurich, Gina Low, and Bob Merkle stepped 

forward and created a Mindful Christianity 

Group.     Jonathan Carlisle, Nita Standke, 

and Laurie Gysin stepped forward and   

created a bell choir. The parents of middle 

school aged children are stepping forward 

and creating a new Middle School Youth 

Group.                                                             
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These are just some of the expressions of 

new life that have broken out around 

WHCC in the past few months. 

If you haven’t yet taken an opportunity to 

write your 2017 Membership Covenant, 

please see Pastor Craig. He would love to 

help you discover the ways in which God is 

calling you to serve – and be served. 

May God grant you and yours a blessed 

Easter season, and may your year be full  

of expressions of new life! 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Craig 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To contact Pastor Craig Peterson call       

818 346-0820 or email him at church at   

whccpastor@gmail.com. 
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      April Birthdays 

April 2 — Merton Burkhard 

April 9 — Laurie Walter 

April 15 — Dee Baker, John Beran 

April 17 — Leni Brown 

April 23 — Clark Mcilvain 

April 26 — Betsy Zentner 

  Please let the church office know if we missed your birthday .             

Prayer Requests 

                   6 

Ray Wagner  - ongoing illness, thanks the        

congregation for their care and concern. 

Pam McCoy asks for prayers for a friend is      

preparing for heart surgery. 

Larry Moad expresses joy and praise for his new 

grand nephew, Titus. 

Mira asks for prayers for Natalie,  Guity, and Neil 

who is searching for a kidney donor.   

Clark McIlvain’s sister Sandy , hip replacement. 

 

 

 

Kathy Ayers and Dick Ayers, and their sons Doug, 

Kevin and Dana during this time of ongoing    

illness. 

Yolanda Alfaro,  Vickie Ringer, Mert Burkhard and 

Marnie Tallant as they each meet ongoing health 

and life challenges 

The family of Barbara Robinson are grateful to 

Pastor Craig for honoring Barbara, and to Peggy 

Schuh and her team for the lovely reception after 

the service. 

 



 

Take this page out of your Newsletter and stick it 

to the fridge!  You’ll have the calendar handy, 

and you’ll know who’s having a birthday or 

needs prayers. 

NEXT BRUNCH– EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 16TH 

           Fellowship Potluck 

What’s better than following a spiritually 

 refreshing worship service than sitting down 

 to a delicious brunch?  On March 12, a whole 

 team of people, led by Gina Low, presented  

a buffet of breakfast delights.  Thanks to  

everyone who contributed!  Be on the look out  

For sign up sheets for the next Fellowship           

Potluck  which is Easter Sunday,  April 16th.                    Alan Jacobson, Adara and Issac 
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Nursery School Update 

The Nursery School will be on Spring Break from 

April 10-14.  Starting April 17, the Spring Fund-

raiser begins. A  Silent Auction will offer some 

nice items like tickets to Disneyland and the  

Santa Barbara Zoo, and on  April  19th, the kids 

will run in a Jog-a-Thon.  The week ends with a 

concert by Rhythm Child.  Tickets are $30 for a 

family of up to four and includes a CD. 

  May God Richly Bless You               

on Your Confirmation Day 

  ELYSSA GILBERSTSON 

Easter Sunday 2017 

 

     Holy Week Services 

A Colorful Lent 

The generations have come together in a     

colorful way this year as kids of all ages 

and sizes unite in coloring some        

beautiful and meaningful posters.  The 

theme of the eight posters is “The      

Stations of the Cross.”     As the kids  

choose the  colors, they  have the       

opportunity to discuss the Bible story of 

Jesus’ last weeks.  On March 12, a      

special guest joined the artists.  Loren 

Mc Grail, who was visiting from her   

mission in Palestine, lent her hand to   

the project.  If you haven’t had a chance 

to try  your skills, you have a couple 

more weeks.  Look for the table in     

Harter Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  L. to R. Isabell Beran, Loren Mc Grail, John Beran, 

Wayne Wilkins, Gina Low 

doing God’s work.  The team will continue to 

look for another source for solar, and the 

budget may have to be revised.   

The staff evaluations have been completed 

for the year. 

Justin has asked for permission to invite   

guest musicians from time to time to          

enhance the worship experience.                

Permission granted! 

A second Girl Scout troop will be using Smith 

Lounge on Monday afternoons.  Does that 

mean double the cookies? 

Gina Low, Lila Aurich, Bob Merkle are leading 

a Mindfulness Study Group, meeting Monday 

evenings at 7 p.m. during Lent.  

Lisa Marlow reports that the Nursery school 

is full and extra staff have been hired. 

8 

Leadership Team News 

Our five leaders meet on a monthly 

basis to keep the church and           

congregation moving forward and 
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