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connections with other likeminded  
social justice groups and 3) to create a 
weekly call-to-action for those inter-
ested. The group currently meets on 
Sundays in the Sanctuary at 11:15 am; 
meetings last about thirty minutes. If 
you would like more information on 
how to get involved and help grow this 
action-focused group, contact Stacey 
Moseley (staceymoseley@aol.com) or 
take a look at the WHCC Facebook 
page for a listing of events and calls to 
action. 
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After the Fall election, many in the             
congregation found themselves anxious, 
fearful and unsure of where the future 
would take us. And as we’ve seen in these 
few short months, the policies of the new 
administration have often been in direct 
conflict with WHCC’s mission as a “Just, 
Peace, Progressive, and Open and Affirm-
ing” Congregation. As a response Rev. Pat 
Langlois began the Pray, Study, Act group. 
Ultimately, we’d love the group to become 
a UCC Justice and Peace Team at WHCC. But 
in the meantime, the goal of the group is 
threefold: 1) to create awareness of social 
justice issues and events we think members 
of the congregation may be interested in,    
2) to act as a resource for those seeking  

For Such a Time as This:                     
Pray, Study, Act 

Easter Celebration 

This year Easter was extra special for  

the  congregation.  In addition to the  

Chancel Choir and God’s Kids, the Bell 

Choir made its debut.  Friends and    

family of Elyssa Gilbertson got to        

celebrate her confirmation.   While the 

grown ups were in the sanctuary, the 

Sunday School had an enthusiastic    

Easter egg hunt.   After the service,   

everyone gathered for a luscious pot 

luck brunch beautifully organized by 

Audrey and Lake.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Desserts at the Easter Pot Luck 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A SING-A-LONG! 

We’ll be singing along to “South Pacific,” 
on Saturday, May 6, 4:00-5:00p, in the 
Chapel. Then we’ll take a break for June, 
July, and August. Sing-a-longs will re-
sume on Saturday, September 2, with 
“Oklahoma.” Questions?  Contact Laurie 
Gysin at 213-394-5267.  

                                                      
 

 

Earth Day Succulent Exchange 

 

               

 

After church on April 23rd, the congregation got to 
participate in the  3rd annual Succulent Exchange.  
The event started in response to the drought the  
area was experiencing.  This year, in addition to the 
exchange, some beautiful potted succulents were 
available for those who made a donation to APECA  
Thanks to Gina Low, Diane Singlyn, and Pam McCoy 
for all the hard work! 

Potted Succulents available for APECA Fundraiser 

Congratulations and God’s 

Blessings for Pat Langlois 

as she begins her journey 

as Provisional Interim   

Pastor at MCC/UCC  in the 

Valley (North Hollywood).  

We pray your new        

congregation loves you as 

much as we do!  

   PAT LANGLOIS 

mailto:staceymoseley@aol.com
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Pastor’s Message 

In 1870, Julie Ward Howe wrote the first 
Mother’s Day proclamation. Its purpose was 
to create a vision for how peace might be 
achieved. 

On May 14, WHCC will join with communities 
of faith to celebrate Mother’s Day. We will 
also spend the entire month of May exploring 
what it means for us to call ourselves a Just 
Peace congregation. 

As our denominational website points out, 
Just Peace churches are those that focus 
“attention on alleviating systemic injustice of 
all types using non-violence and calls us to 
offer the message, grounded in the hope of 
reconciliation in Jesus, that ‘Peace is possi-
ble’.” 

Each Sunday in May during our Sunday       

service, we will explore a different aspect of 

what it means to be a Just Peace church. We 

hope you will join us as we honor the          

pioneering spirit of Mother’s Day – all    

month long! 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Craig 

To contact Pastor Craig Peterson call       

818 346-0820 or email him at church at   

whccpastor@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Youth Ministries                         

There was great turn out on Easter   

Sunday.  Forty kids participated in the 

program.  Thanks to everyone who put 

in the time and effort to make it a great 

day for the kids. 

Coming up on May 21, the Sunday 
School kids will get to meet a woman 
with mild Cerebral Palsy who is a    
wheelchair dancer!  Her name is      

MAKE FRIENDS WITH WOODLAND 
HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH ON  

FACEBOOK! 

Look for the latest news, pictures 
and comments! 

 

 

 

MAY 2017

For up to the minute information on any of these activities, please go to the church website at http://woodlandhillscommunity
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William —prayers and patience as he gets        

help for his hearing problem. 

Lary Moad’s father, Jack—recovering from a 

stroke             

Kathryn Baker’s sister Virginia-recurrence of    

cancer       

LaCava family— loss of a family member 

Marnie Tallant — continuing prayers for healing  

and patience with ongoing back problems 

 

 

 

Pam Eychner– prayers of thanksgiving for having 

her eye surgeries over 

Alex, Nita Standke’s nephew— job search and  

possible relocation 

Ongoing prayers for Dick & Kathy Ayers, Dee & 

Kathryn Baker, Gini Reitz,  

Pat Langlois— beginning a new chapter at WCC/

UCC in the Valley 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

 

Our Monday night Bible study will                                                                                                                
resume on Monday, May 8 from      7:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in Breeze Chapel.  We will 
begin a study on the book of Acts, and we’ll 
use the UCC Listen Up! Curriculum written 
by Revs. Anthony Robinson, Lillian Daniel, 
and Martin Copenhaver.  There is a          
suggested donation of $5 to cover the study 
booklet.  Questions?  See Pastor Craig. 

BIBLE STUDY ON ACTS BEGINS                                                                                                   
MAY 8 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
JUNE 4 

The next bi-annual congregational                                                                                               
meeting will occur Sunday June 4   
immediately  following worship in  
the sanctuary.  There will be two        
primary matters of business: (1) the 
election of officers for 2017-18; and 
(2) adoption of new bylaws for the 
church.   Questions?  See one of the 
Leadership Team members: Lyn    
Owen, Kent Riepe, Joanne Franco, 
Jeanne Mowers, or Nancy Rush. 



May Birthdays 

6 —Katie Tiffert, Lyn Owen,             
Roy Hansen 

9—Ruth Abel 

10—Jackson Riepe 

11—Zazel Whitney 

12—Declan Riepe 

14—Judy Jordan 

16—Jenna Marder 

19—Doreen McNeil 

20—Lou Benedict 

29—Bill Owen 

  Please let the church office know if 
we missed your birthday.             

Take this page out of your  

Newsletter and stick it to the 

fridge!  You’ll have the calendar 

handy, and you’ll know who’s 

having a birthday or needs   

prayers. 

Nursery School Update 

April was a  very busy month in the 

Nursery School.  The annual spring 

fundraiser was a lot of fun.  There 

was a week long silent auction 

which culminated with a children’s 

concert on Saturday April 22nd.  

Rhythm Child  rocked  Harter Hall 

and a good time was had by all.  On 

Wednesday April 19th,  the children 

jogged in the annual jog-a-thon.  

They raised over $2,450!  A special 

thank you to Kathy and Clark for 

creating a track for us on the back 

parking lot, and also to the restau-

rant  Eureka in the Village for 

providing fresh watermelon for the 

children and watermelon salad for 

the parents. 

     Holy Week Services 

What’s up with our Church       
Government? 

A Message from Position 1-- 

In June 2016, during  the Congregational 
meeting, members of WHCC voted to 
suspend the church by-laws.  This gave 
us time to explore more efficient ways   
to govern our church.  The old way     
required two boards each consisting of  
8-10 members.  The Board of Trustees 
and the Board of Ministries made up       
the Church Council. 

At that June meeting, we formed a    
governing body of WHCC which has   
been named the Leadership Team   
which consists of five positions. The 
Leadership team will be responsible for 
financial issues, personnel issues,     
stewardship and Pastor Parish Relations. 
These positions have generic names so 
that we could easily make changes to 
the tasks under each position. Here is a 
list of the positions of the Leadership 
Team: 

Position 1: Lyn Owen 

Position 2: Kent Riepe 

Position 3: Joanne Franco 

Position 4: Jeanne Mowers 

Position 5: Nancy Rush 

 

The Leadership Team will have members of 
the congregation (either individuals or task 
forces) to help cover various aspects of the 
church such as property maintenance,      
worship, music, adult education, Community 
Partner contracts, membership, social events, 
and missions. 

At the present time, we are drafting by-laws 
to reflect this new format. We’ve made a 
number of adjustments during the year and 
we continue to try to find ways to best serve 
the church. As May comes, we will have a 
change in the Leadership Team. There will be 
two or three of the present team members 
that will be stepping down and we will need 
new leaders to step up to plate. Will you be 
one of them 

Blessings, 

Lyn Owen 

 

 

P.S. If you would like to learn more about       the 
proposed changes in advance of the annual    
congregational meeting on June 4, you are      
welcome to attend a forum on the bylaws       
Sunday, May 21 at 11:30 AM in Smith 
Lounge.  Questions?  See one of the                  
Leadership Team members. 
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